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THE  ANDHRA  PRADESH  LOCAL  BODIES 
ELECTORAL  REFORMS  ACT,  1989.* 


ACT  NO.  28  OF  1989. 

[17th  November,  1989.] 

An  Act  to  provide  for  certain  -reforms  in 
the  Elections  to'  the  Local  bodies  in 
the  State  of  Andhra  Pradesh  and  for 
matters  connected  therewith  or  inci- 
dental thereto . 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Andhra  Pradesh 
in  the  Fortieth  Year  of  the  Republic  of  . 

India,  as  follows 

CHAPTER-I  ' 

PRELIMINARY 

1.  (1)  This  Act  may  be  called  the  short  title 
Andhra  Pradesh  Local  Bodies  Electoral  extent  and 
Reforms  Act,  1989. 

merit. 

(2)  It  extends  to  the  whole  of  the 
State  of  Andhra  Pradesh. 


’Received  th'e'assent  of  the  Governor  on  the  Ibtfi  November 
1905.  For  Statement  of  Objects  end  Reasons,  please  see  the 
Andhra  Pradesh  Gazette p Extraordinary,  Part  IV-A,  dated  the 
at  Page 
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(3)  It  shall  come  into  force  on  such  da+e  and  in  such 
area  or  in  respectbf  siichlocal  body  or  bodies  the 
Government  may  by  notification,  appoint  anu  they 
• may  appoint  diSferent  dates  for  different  areas  and  for 
. different. local  bodies.  . _ ._ _ 

Defi'utioiu.  ■>  Ih 'this  Adt',  unless  the  context- otherwise  requi- 

■ res,—  f . 'vY.'\  ' ■' :: ... 


Act  6 of 
1965  - 

J ^ "”J  0 * 

J : r^J. 

^ v in’  Li  " 

, ']  ■ ‘ .1 


(a)  “district  election  authority’^  means  the  Col- 
, , lector  of  the.  District  . ; 

(/)  to  the  Office  of  Mayor  or  Councillor  held 
under  any  law  for  the,  tipe.  being  in  force  relating  to 
Municipal  Corporations  id  the'  State;  or 

(ii)  to  the'  Cfffice  bf  'Chairman  or  Councillor 
held  under,  the  Andhra  Pradesh  .Municipal! ies  Act, 

^ r-  -j-.t  Y -.’Ol-x  ;■/  .‘-Ti  ■-  v \ : , 

£«>Oj 


O ^ r 


r-  r.v"  V te  -:v 


Act  31  of 
1986. 


Act  2 of 
1964  . 


(iii)  to  the  office  of  Presideht/h^dalaPraja 
„ . iPadshad^GhairmMj  ZiUaPraja  Parishad  held  under 
the  Andhra  Pradesh;  Jvlaqd^a  J^ai  P^ishads^ZUla 
Praja  Parishads  and  Zilla  Pranahka  and  Abhiviiadfci 
Sameeksha  Mandals  Act,  1986;  or 

J (iv)  to  the  office  Of  meMteror  saipantsh  held 

" " imder  the  Andhra  Prade^'"Grhm * t*s i Aflt, 

1964,  - 


(c)  ‘election  authority’  means  the  election  au- 
Jhority  appointed  underaction  3; 

(d)  ‘election  expenses*  in  relation  to  an  election 
means  exoenses  incurred  between  the  date  of  publi- 
cation of  the  final  list  of  nominations  and  the.  date 
of  poll  both  dates  inclusive  ; 
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-j  *j)  'eligible  political  party’  means  a political 
party  which  is  a recognised  political  party  under  the 
Election  Symbols  (Reservation  and  Allotment)  Order, 
1968  issued  under  article  324  of  the  Constitution  of 
India  ; 

(f)  ‘Government’  means  the  State  Government; 

(g)  ‘notification’  means  a notification  published 
in  the  Andhra  Pradesh  Gazette  and  the  word  “notified” 

„ shall  be  construed  accordingly; 

(h)  ‘political  party’  shall  have  the  same  mean- 
ing assigned  to  it  in  the  Election  Symbols  (Reservation 
and  allotment)  Order.  1963  issued  under  article  3<i4  of 
the  Constitution  cf  India; 

(i)  "prescribed”  means  prescribed  by  rules  made 
bj  the  Government  under  this  Act; 

(j)  ‘regulations’  means  regulations  made  by  the 
election  Authority  under  section  48; 

00  ‘Schedule’  means  the  Schedule  appended  to 
this  Act. 


Chapter-11 

ELECTION  AUTHORITY. 

3.  There  shall  be  an  election  authority  who  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  Governor  by  warrant  under  his/her 
r,  hand  and  seal,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Council 
of  Ministers: 

Provided  that  the  person  to  tbe  appointed  as  the 
Election  Authority  shall  be  a sitting  or  retired  Judge  of 
a H gh  Court  who  shall  be  appointed  after  consultai  ion 
with  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  H:gh  Court  concerned  in 
the  case  of  a silting  Judge  or  a person  who  is  or  has  held 
an  office  not  below  the  rank  of  a Secretary  to  Govern- 
ment, or  any  person  having  experience  of  not  less  than 
ten  years  in  the  administration  of  election  laws. 

j.  1998/18 


Appointment 
of  Election 
Authority. 


other  condi- 
tions of  ser- 
vice of 
Election 
Authority- 


Powers  and 
functions  of 
the  Election 
Authority. 


262 

4.  (1)  Every  person  appointed  to  be  the  Ele'  on 
Authority  shall  hold  office  for  a term  of  five  years  from 
Ihe  date  on  which  he  enters  upon  his.  office; 


Provided  that  the  person  holding  office  of  the 
Election  Authority: — 

(a)  may  by  writing  under  his  hand  addressed  to 
the  Governor,  resign  his  office; 

(b)  shall  not  be 'removed  from  his  office  except 
by  an  order  of  the  Governor  passed  on  the  basis  of  a 
resolution  of  the  Andhra  Pradesh  Legislative  Assem- 
bly supported  by  a majority  of  not  less  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  of  the  House  present  and  voting 
on  the  ground  of  proved  misbehaviour  or  incapacity. 

(2)  The  pay  and  allowances  payable  to  and  other 
conditions  of  service  of  the  Election  Authority  shall 
be  the  same  as  those  of  a Judge  of  the  High  Court 
of  Andhra  Pradesh  or  a Senior  Secretary  to  Govern- 
ment as  the  case  may  be: 

Provided  that  the  pay  and  allowances  payable  to, 
and  other  conditions  of  service  of  the  Election  Autho- 
rity shall  not  be  varied  to  his  disadvantage  after  bis 
appointment. 

5.  (1)  The  Superintendence,  direction  and  control 
of  conduct  of  elections  shall  be  vested  in  the  Election 
Authority. 

(2)  If  shall  be  competent  for  the  Election  Autho- 
rity to  issue  such  directions  as  it  may  deem  fit  from 
time  to  time  to  the  political  parties  and  candidates 
contesting  elections  in  regard  to  code  of  conduc  t of  the 
elections  and  the  political  parties  and  the  candidates 
shall  comply  with  such  directions  and  failure  to  comply 
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wi'i^  ny  such  direction,  shall  be  an  offence  punishable 
under  section  39; 

(3)  It  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  Election  Authority 
to  prepare  the  electoral  rolls  for  the  local  bodies 
referred  to  in  clause  (b)  of  section  2 and  to  conduct 
elections  to  the  members  and  office-bearers  of  the 
local,  bodies  as  specified  in  the  said  clause  (b). 

(4)  The  Election  Authority  may  appoint  such 
officers  and  other  employees  as  may  be  prescribed  to 
assist  it  in  the  performance  of  its  functions  under  this 
Act.  The  salaries,  allowances  and  Oiher  conditions  of 
service  of  the  officers  and  other  employees  shall  be  such 
as  may  be  prescribed. 

6.  (1)  Any  officer  or  staff  employed  in  connection  &a;l0Ta 
with  the  preparation,  revision  and  correction  of  the  officers  and 
electoral  rolls  for, and  the  conduct  of  all  elections  shall  Adeemed 
be  deemed  to  be  on  depuatation  to  the  Election  Au-  to  tw  on 
thority  for  the  period  during  which  they  are  so  emplo- 
yed  and  such  Officers  and  Staff  shall  during  that 
period,  be  subject  to  the  control,  superintendence  and 
discipline  of  the  Election  Authority. 

(2)  The  returning  Officer,  assistant  returning 
Officer,  Presiding  Officer,  polling  officer  and  any  other 
officer  appointed  under  this  Act,  and  any  police  officer 
designated  for  the  time  being  by  the  State  Government 
for  the  conduot  of  any  elections  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
on  deputation  to  the  Election  Authority  for  the  period 
commencing  on  and  from  the  date  of  the  notification 
calling  for  such  elections  and  ending  with  the  date  of 
declaration  of  the  results  of  such  elections  and  sucb 
officers  shall,  during  that  period,  be  subject  to  the 
control,  superintendence  and  discipline  of  the  Election 
Authority. 
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Chaptpr-M 


ELECTION  EXPENSES . 

7.  (1)  The  election  expenses  to  be  incurred  by  any 
political  party  or  a candidate  set  up  by  it,  or  an  inde- 
pendent candidate  shall  not  exceed  the  maximum 
amount  specified  in  the  Schedule  against  each  office. 

(2)  Any  candidate  set  up  by  any  political  party 
or  on  independent  candidate  or  any  of  their  supporters 
acting  in  the  contravention  of  sub-section  (I)  shall  be 
punishable  with  fine  which  may  extend  to  five  thousand 
rupees. 

8.  (1)  The  election  expenses  to  be  incurred  by  any 
jlmeTonibs eligible  political  party  or  the  candidate  set  up  by  it 
ixpsmS.11  shall  be  met  only  from  the  election  fund  constituted 

under  section  10. 

(2)  A political  party  or  a candidate  other  than 
those  referred  to  in  sub-section  (1)  shall,  subject  to  the 
lodging  of  election  expenses  in  accordance  with  and 
wi'hin  «he  time  specified  in  section  16,  be  entitled  for 
reimbursement  of  the  election  expencses  incurred  by 
it  or  his  subject  to  the  maximum  specified  in  schedule 
against  the  office  concerned  and  subject  to  the  condi- 
tion that  such  political  party  or  candidate  secures  not 
less  than  one-sis h of  the  total  number  of  valid  votes 
polled  in  the  constituency.  The  application  for  reim- 
bursement of  election  expenses  shall  be  made  to  the 
District  Election  Authority  in  such  form  and  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  prescribed. 

(3)  Each  eligible  political  party  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  sixty  percent,  of  the  amount  specified  in  nhe 
Schedule  in  respect  of  the  concerned  office  by  way  of 
an  advance  and  the  balance  thereof  shall  be  payable 


Limitation 
of  election 
expense*' 
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after  tie  declaration  of  the  results  of  the  election  sub- 
jec'  to  the  provisions  of  section  9. 

(4)  An  eligible  political  party  may  make  an 
application  to  the  District  Election  Authority  in  such 
form  and  in  such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed  for  the 
sanction  of  advance  payable  under  sub-section  (3) 
with  an  undertaking  that  in  case  the  candidate  setup 
by  such  political  party  fails  to  secure  not  less  than 
one-sixth  of  the  total  number  of  valid  votes  polled  in 
the  consituency,  such  political  party  shall  refund  the 
advance  received  under  this  section  within  the  pre- 
scribed period.  The  District  Election  Authority  shall 
after  satisfying  itself  of  the  correctness  and  genuine- 
ness of  the  application  sanction  the  advance  within 
four  days  of  the  receipt  of  the  application  therefor. 


(5)  Where  an  eligible  political  party  sets  up  the 
same  person  as  a candidate  for  more  than  one  office 
specified  in  the  Schedule,  such  political  party  shall  be 
eligible  for  advance  under  this  section  only  in  respect 
of  one  such  office  of  its.  choice. 

9.  Where  a candidate  set  up  by  an  eligible  political  Refund  « 
party  fails  to  secure  not  less  than  onesixth  of  the  total  advances 
number  of  valid  votes  polled  in  the  election  such 
eligible  political  party  shall  within  the  peiiod  of  three 
months  from  tbe  date  of  payment  of  advance,  refund 
the  advance,  referred  to  in  sub-section  (3)  of  section  8 
to  tbe  District  Election  Authority  failing  which  the 
said  amount  of  advanoe  shall  be  recovered  in  the  same 
manner  as  arrears  <Jf  land  revenue. 


10  (1)  There  shall  be  constituted  for  the  purposes  Election  fund 
of  this  Act  a fund  called  “the  Local  Bodies  Election 
Fund”  consisting  of  tbe  grants  made  by  jho  Govern- 
ment voted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State 
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towards  election  expenses  to  be  met  by  the  poJitica 
parties  or  candidates  contesting  elections  and  f itled 
for  such  expenses  under  this  Act. 

(2)  The  fund  constituted  under  sub-section  (1) 
shall  be  under  the  control  of  the  Election  Authority 
and  any  expenditure  there  from  shall  be  authorised 
by  it  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act  and 
the  rules  made  thereunder. 

Chapter- IV 

ELECTION  CAMPAIGN 

Reatrictiooj  11.  (1)  No  political  party  or  a candidate  conles- 
elections  shall,  conduct  the  election  campaign 
except  in  accordance  with  such  regulations  as  may 
be  made  in  this  behalf. 

(2)  No  political  party  or  a candidate  contesting 
elections  shall  in  connection  with  election,— 

(a)  in  any  way  disfigure  the  walls  of  any  buil- 
ding with  election  slogans  or  other  writings; 


(b)  erect  hoarding  or  cut-outs  except  the  cut- 
out or  hoarding  of  the  election  symbol  ; 

(c)  take  out  any  procession  during  the  period 
of  sixty  hours  prior  to  the  hour  fixed  for  the  commence 
raent  'of  the  poll  ; 


(d)  use  microphones  or  amplifiers. 


(i)  except  in  accordance  with  the  rules  made  in 
this  behalf  ; and 
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(ii)  during  the  period  of  sixLy  hours  prior  to 
the  hour  fixed  for  the  commencement  of  the  poll  ; 

(e)  supply  or  cause  to  be  supplied  identity  slips 
to  any  voter;  or 

(f)  ply  any  vehicle-  as  defined  in  the  explana- 
tion to  clause  (6)  of  section  22  without  an  authori- 
sation therefor  granted  by  the  District  Election 
Authority  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  made  in 
this  behalf. 

(3)  Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  sub- 
section (1)  of  Section  20  of  the  Andhra  Pradesh  Excise  Act  17  0f 
Act,  1968,  the  District  Magistrate  shall  by  notice  in ]S58- 
writing  to  the  licensee,  require  that  any  shop  in  which 
any  in  toxicant  is  sold  and  situate  in  the  polling 
area  shall  be  closed  during  the  period  of  forty 
eight  hours  before  the  commencement  of  the  poll  and 
twenty  four  hours  after- such  commencement  for  any 
election  in  that  polling  area  and  thereupon 
the  provisions  of  sub-section  (3)Aof  the  said  section 
20  shall  apply  to  such  closure. 


12.  No  political  party  or  candidate  contesting 
elections  shall  use  posters,  banners,  buntings,  ^ use  or°* 
flags  or  slickers  except  in  accordance  with  the  regu-  posters, eio. 

lations  made  in  this  behalf. 


13.  (1)  No  person  shall  spend  on  behalf  of  or  Prohibition 

give  any  donation  to  any  political  party  or  candi-  ondoljatioil» 
date  to  meet  election  expenses  after  the  notification 
by  the  concerned  election  authority  under  the  rele- 
vent  law  calling  upon  the  electorate  to  electa  person 
for  any  one  of  the  offices  specified  in  the  Schedule 
or  to  the  office  of  a member  or  Sarpanch  of  Gram 
Panchayat  is  issued. 
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, < (2)  Any  person  contravening  the  provisioi  . of 
sub-seclion  (1)  shall  be  punished  with  imprisonment 
for  a term,  which  may  extend  to  five  years  and 
with;  fine  which  may  extend  to  five  thousand 
rupees. 


Chapter  V 

ACCOUNTS  AND  AUDIT 

. 14.  (1)  The  Election  Authority  shall  cause  to  be 

AccoMia SDd  maintained  such  books  of  accounts  and  other  books 
in  relation  to  its  account  in  such  form  and  in  such 
manner^  as  may  be  prescribed. 

f (2)  The  Election  Authority  shall,  as  soon 
as  may  be  after  the  elections,  prepare  a statement  o- 
accounts  in  such  form  as  may  be  prescribed  and  ioi- 
ward  the  same  to  the  Government  within  six  months 
from  the  date  of  declaration  of  the  result  of  election. 
The  Election  Authority  shall  also  prepare  and  submit 
an  annual  report  to  the  Government  before  the  30th 
June  of  each  year. 

(3)  The  accounts  of  the  Election  Authority  shall 
be  audited  by  the  Accountant  General  of  Andhra 
Pradesh  at  such  times  and  in  such  manner  .as  njay  be 
prescribed. 

(4)  The  annual  accounts  of  the  Election  Autho" 
rity  together  wilh  the  audit  report  thereon  shall  be 
forwarded  by  the  Election  Authority  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Government  shall  cause  the  same  along 
with  the  annual  report  referred  to  in  sub-section  (2)  to 
be  laid  before  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State 
and  shall  also  forward  its  observations  on  the  audit 
report  to  the  Election  Authority  for  taking  suitable 
action  on  the  matters  arising  out  of  the  audit  report. 
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1 '.  (1)  Every  candidate  at  an  election  shall,  3“iion  °f 
either  by  himself  or  by  his  election  agent  keep  a se-  expenses 
parate  and  correct  account  of  all  expenditure  incurred 
or  authorised  by  him  or  by  his  election  agent  to  be  in- 
curred in  connection  with  the  election  between  the 
date  of  publication  of  the  final  list  of  nominations 
and  the  date  of  poll  both  dates  inclusive. 

Explanation  .- — For  removal  of  doubts  it  is  hereby 
declared  that  any  expenditure  incurred  or  au'horised 
to  be  incurred  in  connection  with  the  election  of  a 
candidate  by  a political  party  or  by  any  other  asso- 
ciation or  body  of  persons  or  by  any  individual 
(other  than  the  candidate  or  his  election  agent) 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  expenditure  in  connection 
with  the  election  incurred  or  authorised  to  be  in- 
curred by  the  candidate  or  by  his  election  agent 
for  the  purpose  of  this  sub-sect'on  and  section  7. 

(2)  The  account  shall  contain  such  particulars 
as  may  be  prescribed. 

16.  Every  contesting  candidate  at  an  election  Lodging 
shall  within  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  declaration  |^?Disirictlb 
of  the  result  of  the  election  , lodge  with  the  District  Eicciion 
Election  Authority  an  account  of  bis  election  expen- Auttwnty' 
ses  which  shall  be  a true  copy  of  the  account  kept  by 

his  election  agent  under  section  15. 

Chapter-VI 

DISQUALIFICATIONS 

17.  Any  candidate  acting  in  contravention  of  pisqdifica- 
section  7 shall  be  disqualified  to  contest  in  any  elec- 11011 
tion  for  a period  of  six  years'from  the  date  on  which  elation* 

a finding  is  recorded  under  sub-section  (1)  of  section  MpenseS- 

21. 
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cdjlonlbj"  18.  Where  an  eligible  political  party  fails  to  refr  id 
failure  lo  ihe  advance  as  required  by  sec  ion  9,  the  political 
zdvanL  Party  concerned  shall  not  be  entitled  to  advance  or 
reimbursement  of  election  expenses  under 
section  8 in  respect  of  any  election  for  a period  of 
six  years  from  the  date  of  declaration  of  the  result 
of  the  election. 

Disqualifies-  19.  If  the  Election  Authority  is  satisfied  that  a 
tion  for  candidate — 

failure  10 
lodge 

aiccotiSitor  (a)  failed  to  lodge  an  account  of  election 
tx^enxs.  expenses  within  the  time  and  in  the  manner  required 
by  or  under  this  Act  or  has  submitted  a false  or  in- 
correct account  of  election  expenses  ; and 

.(b)  h^s  no  good  reason  or  justification  for  the 
failure  it  shall  by  notification  declare  him  to  be  dis- 
qualified for  contesting  any  election  for  a period  of 
six  years  from  the  date  of  the  notification. 

Disqualifies-  20.  Any  candidate  acting  in  contravention  of 
t ‘avent- coaf  sect*on  H 0r  section  12  shall  be  disqualified  to 
tSuon'n1  or  contest  in  any  election  for  a period  of  six  years 
1Z  from  the  date  on  which  a finding  is  recorded  under  - 
sub-section  (1)  of  section  21. 


Find!  of  21.  (1)  The  Election  authority  shall  be  competent 
Disqualified-  to  record  a finding  that  a candidate  has  incurred 
lion  etc.  disqualification  for  the  contravention  of  sections 
7,  9,  11  or  12. 

(2)  The  Election  Authority  may,  either  suo- 
mow  or  on  an  application  made  by  the  aggrieved 
person  made  within  the  period  prescribed  and  for 
reasons  to  be  recorded  in  writing,  remove  any  dis- 
qualification recorded  under  sub-section  (1)  or  reduce 
the  period  of  any  such  disqualification. 
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CHAPTER-Vn 


ELECTION  OFFENCES 

22.  The  following  shall  be  deemed  to  be  corrupt  corrupt 
practices  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act: — practice*. 

(1)  Bribery,  that  is  to  say, — 

(A)  Any  gift,  offer  or  promise  by  a candidate  or 
his  agent  or  by  any  other  person  with  the  consent 
of  a candidate  or  his  election  agent  of  any  gratifi- 
cation, to  any  person  whomsoever,  with  the  object, 
directly  or  indirectly  of  inducing — 

(a)  a person  to  stand  or  not  to  siand  as  or  (o 
withdraw  or  not  to  withdraw  from  being  a candi- 
date at  an  election,  or 

(b)  an  elector  to  vote  or  refrein  from  voting  at 
an  election,  or  as  a reward  to — 

(/)  a person  for  having  so  stood  or  not  stood, 
or  for  having  withdrawn  or  not  having  withdrawn 
his  candidature,,  or 

(ii)  an  elector  for  having  voted  or  refrained 
from  voting; 

(3)  the  receipt  of,  or  agreement  to  receive,  any 
gratification,  whether  as  a motive  or  a reward — 

(a)  by  a oerson  for  s Landing  oi  not  standing  as 
or  for  withdrawing  or  not  .withdrawing  from 
being  a candidate,  or 

(b)  by  any  person  whomsoever  for  himself 
or  any  other  person  for  voting  or  refraining  from 
voting  or  inducting  or  attempting  to  induce  any 
elector  to  vote  or  refrain  from  voting,  or  any 
candidate  to  withdraw  .or  not  to  withdraw  his 
candidature — 
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Explanation, — For  (he  purposes  of  this  claur  the 
term  ‘gratification’  is  not  restricted  to  pecuniary  gra- 
tification or  gratifications  estimable  in  money  and 
it  includes  al]  forms  of  entertainment  and  all  forms  of 
employment  for  employment  for  reward  but  it  does 
not  include  the  payment  of  any  expenses  bonafide 
incurred  at,  or  for  the  purpose  of,  any  election  and 
duly  entered  in  the  account  of  election  expenses. 

_ (2)  Undue  influence,  that  is  to  say,  any  direct 
or  indirect  interference  or  attempt  to  interfere  on  the 
part  of  the  candidate  or  his  agent,  or  of  any  other 
person  with  the  consent  of  the  candidate  or  his 
election  agent  with-  the  free  exercise  of  any  electoral 
right  : 

Provided  that — 

(a)  without  prejudice  to  the  generality,  of  the 
provisions  of  this  clause  any  such  person  as  is  re- 
ferred to  thereon,  who — 

(0  threatens  any  candidate  or  any  elector,  or 
any  person  in  whom  a candidate  or  an  elector  is 
interested,  with  ■ injury  of  any  kind  including  social 
ostracism  and  ex-communication  or  expulsion  from 
any  caste  or  community;  or 

(ii)  induces  or  attempts  to  induce  a candidate  or 
an  elector  to  belive  that  he,  or  any  person  in  whom 
he  is  interested,  will  become  or  will  be  rendered  an 
object  of  divine  displeasure  or  spiritual  censure, 
ctiail  be  deemed  to  interfere  with  the  free  exercise 
of  the  electoral  right  of  such  candidate  or  elector 
within  the  meaning  of  this  clause; 

(b)  a declaration  of  public  policy,  or  a promise 
of  public  action,  or  the  mere  exercise  of  a legs 
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right  without  intent  to  interfere  with  an  electoral 
-'-right,  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  interference  ^within 
the  meaning  of  this  clause. 

(3)  The  appeal  by  a candidate  or  his  agent  or 
by  any  other  person  with  the  consent  of  a candi- 
date or  his  election  agent  to  vote  or  refrain  from  vot- 
ing for  any  person  on  the  ground  of  his  religion,  race 
caste,  community  or  language  or  the  use  of,  or 
appeal  to  religious  symbols,  or  the  use  of,  or  appeal 
to  national  symbols  such  as  the  national  flag  or  the 
national  emblem,  for  the  futberance  of  the  prospects 
of  the  election  of  that  candidate  or  for  prejudicially 
affecting  the  election  of  any  candidate: 

Provided  that  no  symbol  alloted  under  this  Act  to 
a candidate  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a religious  symbol 
or  a national  symbol  for  the  purposes  of  this  elause. 

(4)  The  promotion  of,  or  attempt  to  promote 
feelings  of  enimi  y or  hatred  between  different,  classes 
of  the  citizens  of  India  on  grounds  of  religion,  race, 
caste,  community,  or  language,  by  a candidate, 
or  his  agent  or  any  other  person  with  the  consent  of 
a candidate  or  his  election  agent  for  the  furtherance 
of  the  prospects  of  the  election  of  that  candidate  or  of 
prejudicially  affecting  the  election  of  any  candidate. 

(5j  The  publication  by  a candidate  or  his  agent 
or  by  any  other  person,  with  the  consent  of  a candi- 
date or  his  election  agent  or  any  statement  of  fact 
which  is  false,  and  which  be  either  believes  . to  be 
false,  or  does  not  believe  to  be  true  in  relation  to  the 
personal  character  or  conduct  of  any  candidate  or 
in  relation  to  the  candidature,  or  withdrawal  of 
any  candidate,  being  a statement  reasonably  calculated 
to  prej'udice  the  prospects  of  that  candidate's  election. 

(6)  The  hiring  or  procuring  whether,  on  pay- 
ment or_otherwise  of  any  vehicle  or  vessel  or  by  a 
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candidate  or  his  agent  or  by  any  other  person, 'with 
the  consent  of  a candidate  or  his  election  agent,  or 
the  use  such  vehicle  or  vessel  for  the  free  conveyance 
of  any  elector  other  than  that  the  candidate  himself 
the  members  of  his  family  or  his  agent  to  or  from  any 
polling  station  : 


Provided  that  the  hiring  of  a vehicle  or  vessel  by 
an  elector  or  by  several  electors  at  their  joint  costs 
for  the  purpose  of  conveying  him  or  them  to  and 
from  any  such  polling  station  or  place  fixed  for  the 
poll  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  a“  corrupt  practice 
under  this  clause  if  the  vehicle  or  vessel  so  hired  is  a 
vehicle  or  vessel  not  propelled  by  mechanical  power  : 


Provided  further  that  the  use  of  any  public  trans- 
port vehicle  or  vessel  by  any  elector  at  his  own  cost 
for  the  purpose  of  going  to  or  coming  from  any  such 
polling  station  or  place  fixed  for  the  poll  shall  not  be 
deemed  to  be  a corrupt  practice  under  this  clause. 


Explanation  : — In  this  clause,  the  expression 
“vehicle”  means  any  vehicle  used  or  capable  of  being 
used  for  the  puroose  of  road  transport,  whether  pro- 
pelled by  mechanical  power  or  otherwise  and  whether 
used  for  drawing  other  vehicles  or  otherwise. 


(7)  The  obtaining  or  procurring  or  a belting  or 
attempting  to  obtain  or  procure  by  a candidate  or  his 
agent,  or  by  any  other  person  with  the  consent  of  a 
candidate  or  his  election  agent,  any  assistance  (other 
than  the  giving  of  vole)  for  the  furtherance  of  the 
prospects  of  that  candidate’s  election,  from  any  person 
in  the  service  of  the  State,  Central  Government,  local 
authority  or  a corporation  owned  or  controlled  by  the 
State  or  Central  Government: 
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■provided  tnat  where  any  person,  ui  the  service  of 
the  State  or  Central  Government  or  a local  authority 
in  the  discharge  or  purported  to  discharge  of  bis  official 
duty,  makes  any  arrangements  or  provides  any  facilities 
or  does  any  other  act  or  thing,  for  to  or  in  relation  to,- 
any  candidate  or  his  agent  or  any  other  person  acting 
wi‘h  the  consent  of  the  candidate  or  his  election  agent 
(whether  by  reason  of  the  office  held  by  theTcandi- 
date  or  for  any  other  reason),  such  arrangements 
facilities  or  act  or  thing  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be 
assistance  for  the  furtherance  of  the  prospects  of  that 
candidate’s  election. 

Explanation. — (1)  In  this  section  the  expression 
agent  includes  an  election  agent,  a polling  agent 
and  any  person  who  is  held  to  have  acted  as  an  agent 
in  connection  with  election  with  the  consent  of  the 
candidate. 

(2)  For  the  purposes  of  clause  (7)  a person 
shall  be  deemed  to  assist  in  the  furtherance  of  the 
prospects  of  a candidate's  election  if  he  acts  as  an 
election  agent  of  that  candidate. 

(3)  For  the  purposes  of  clause  (7)  notwithstand- 
ing any  thing  contained  in  any  other  law,  the  publica- 
tion in  the  Andhra  Pradesh  Gazette  of  the  appoint- 
ment, resignation,  termination  of  service,  dismissal 
or  removal  from  service  of  a person  in  the  service  of 
the  Government  shall  be  conclusive  proof — 

(/)  of  such  appoimmeht,  resignation, . termi- 
nation of  service,  dismissal  or  removal  from  service, 
as  the  case  may  be  ; and 

0'i)  where  the  date  of  taking'  effect  of  such 
appointment,  resignation,  termination  of  service,  dis- 
missal or  removal  from  service,  as  the  case  may  be 
is  stated  in  such  publication,  also  of  the  fact  that  such 
person  was  appointed  with  effect  from  the  said  date. 
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or  in  ihe  case  of  resignation,  termination  of  svrvice 
dismissal  or  removal  from  services,  such  person  ceased 
to  be  in  such  service  with  effect  from  the  said  date. 

for  corrupt  23.  If  any  person  is  guilty  of  any  such  corrupt 
practice.  practices  as  is  specified  in  section  22  or  in  connection 
with  an  election  he  shall  be  punishable  with  imprison- 
ment for  a term,  which  may  extend  to  three  years  and 
wiih^fine  which  may  extehd  to  three  thousand  rupees. 


promoting  24.  Any  person  who  in  connection  with  an  elcc- 
w^TdJses  ti°n  under  this  Act  promotes  or  attempts  to  promote 
in  conpec-  on  grounds  of  religion,  race,  caste,  community  or 
election!1  language,  feelings  of  cnemity  or  hatred,  between 
different  classes  of  the  citizens  of  India  shall  be 
punishable  with  imprisonment  for  a term  which  may 
extend  to  three  years  and  with  fine  which  may  extend 
to  three  thousand  rupees. 

Prohibition  25.'  (!)  No  person  shall  convene  hold  or  attend 
nfcciingb  on  any  public  meeting  in  any  polling  area  during  the 
the  day  pre-  period  of  sixty  hours  prior  to  the  hour  fixed  for  the 
cfcciionday  commencement  of  the  poll  for  any  election  in  that 
and  on  ihc  rolling  area. 

election  day.| 

(2)  Any  person  who  convenes  or  holds  a public 
meeting  in  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  sub- 
section (1)  shall  bo  punishable  with  imprisonment 
' which  may  extend  to  three  years  and  with  fine  which 
may  extend  to  three  thousand  rupees. 

Disturb^ wc’  26.  (1)  Any  Derson  who  at  a public  meeting  to 

mc^Ungs.Hj  which  this  section  applies  acts,  or  incites  others  to  act 
in  a disorderly  manner  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  transaction  of  the  business  for  whch  the  meeting 
was  called  together,  shall  be  punishable  with  fine 
which  may  extend  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  rupees. 
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(2)  This  section  applies  to  any  public  meeting 
of  a political  character  held-  in  any  constituency  bet- 

•--ween  the  date  of  U._  issue  of  notification  under  this 
Act  calling  upon  the  constituency  to  elect  a membe 
or  members  or  Office  bearers  of  a local  autborit 
and  the  date  on  which  such  election  is  held. 

(3)  If  any  police  officer  reasonably  suspects  any 
person  of  committing  an  offence  under  sub-section  (1) 
he  may,  if  requested  to  do  by  the  chairman  of  the 
meeting  require  that  person  to  declare  to  him  imme- 
diately bis  name  and  address  and,  if  that  Person 
refuses  or  fails  so  to  declare  his  name  and  address  or 
if  the  Police  officer  reasonably  suspects  him  of  giving 
a false  name  or  address,  the  police  officer  may  arrest 
him  without  warrant. 

27.  (1)  No  person  shall  Print  or  publish  ‘or  cause  Restrictions 
to  be  printed  or  published,  any  election  ^Pamphlet  or  j^orpam- 
Poster  which  does  not  bear  pn  its  face  the  fnames  and  Ph!c1f  p*- 
addressess  of  the  printer  and  the  publisher  thereof.  ierselc‘ 

(2)  No  person  shall  print  or  cause  to  be  printed 
any  election  pamphlet  or  poster. 

(a)  unless  a declaration  as  to  the  identity  or 
the  publisher  thereof,  signed  by  him  and  attested  by 
two  persons  to  whom  he  is  personally  known,  is  deli- 
vered by  him  to  the  printer  in  duplicate  ; and 

(b)  unless,  within  a reasonable  time  after  the 
printing  of  the  document,  one  copy  of  the  delcaration 
is  sent  by  the  printer,  together  with  one  copy,  of  the 
document  ; 

(i)  where  it  is  printed  in  the  capital  of  the 
State,  to  the  .Election  Authority  ; and 

(ii)  in  any  other  case,  to  the  District  Magis- 
trate of  the  district  in  which  it  is  printed. 
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(3)  For  the  purpose  of  this  section  , — 

(a)  any  process  for  multiplying  copies  of  a 
document  other  than  copying  it  by  hand,  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  printing  and  the  .expression  ‘printer’ 
shall  be  construed  accordingly  ; and 

( b ) “election  pamphlet  or  poster”  means  any 
printed  pamphlet,  hand-bill  or  other  document  dis- 
tributed for  the  purpose  or  promoting  or  prejudicing 
the  election  of  a candidate  or  group  of  a candidates 
or  any  playcard  or  poster  having  reference  to  an  elec- 
tion, but  does  not  include  any  hand  bill,  playcard  or 
poster  merely  announcing  the  date,  time,  place  and 
other  particulars  of  an  election  meeting  or  routine 
instructions  to  election  agents  or  workers. 


(4)  Any  person  who  contravenes  any  of  the 
provisions  of  sub-section  (1)  or  sub-section,  (2)  shall 
be  punishable  with  imprisonment  for  a term  which" 
may  extend  to  six  months,  oi  with  fine  which  may 
extend  to  two  thousand  rupees,  or  with  both. 


28.  (1)  Every  officer,  clerk,  agent  or  other 
wainieoanc*  person  who  performs  any  duty  in  connection  with 
YoiiBg^*  °f  the  recording  or  counting  of  votes  at  an  election  shall 
maintain,  and  aid  in  maintaining,  the  secrecy  of  the 
noting  and  shall  not  (except  for  some  purpose  autho- 
rised by  or  under  any  Jaw)  communicate  to  any  person 
any  information  calculated  to"  violate  such  secrecy. 


(2)  Any  person  who  contravenes  the  provisions 
of  sub-section  (1)  shall  be  punishable  with  imprison- 
ment for  a term  which  may  extend  to  three  months 
oi  with  fine  or  with  both. 
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29.  (1)  No  person  who  is  a district  election  officer 
or  a returning  officer, oi  an  assistant  returning  officer,  noi  to  act 
or  a presiding  polling  officer  at  an  election,  or  an 
officer  or  clerk  appointed  by  the  returning  officer  or  influence 
the  presiding  officer  to  perform  any  duty  in  connection  V0,i,is- 
with  an  election  shall  in  the  conduct  or  the  manage- 
ment of  the  election  do  any  act  ether  than  the  giving 
of  vote  for  the  furtherance  of  the  prospects  of  the 
election  of  a candidate. 


(2)  No  such  person  as  aforesaid,  and  no  member 
of  a police  force,  shall  endeavour 

(a)  to  persuade  any  person  to  give  his  vote 
at  an  election,  or 

ib)  to  dissuade  any  person  from  giving  his 
vote  at  an  election,  or 

(’c)  to  influence  the  voting  of  any  person  at 
1 an  election  in  any  manner. 

(3)  Any  person  who  contravenes  the  provisions 
of  sub-section  (,1)  or  sub-section  (2)  shall  be  punishable 
with  imprisonment  which  may  extend  to  six  months 
or  with  fine  or  with  both. 


30.  (1)  No  person  shall,  on  the  d? le  or  dates ,on  prohibiiion 
which  a poll  is  taken  at  any  polling  station,  commit  |’nr^nnv(^sil's 
any  of  the  following  acts  within  the  polling  station  or 
in  any  public  or  private  place  within  a distance  of  onelions,J 
hundred  metres  of  the  police  station  namely 

(a)  nanva.  sing  | for  votes;  or 

ti>)  soliciting  the  vote  of  any  elector;  or 
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Penalty  for 
disorderly 
conduct  in 
or  near 
po  ling 
.3U1  ions. 


(c)  persuading  any  elector  .not  to  vote  for 
rny  particular  candidate;  or 

(d)  persuading  any  elector  not  to  vote  at  the 
election;  or 

(e)  exhibiting  any  notice  or  signs  (other  than 
an  official  notice  ) relating  to  the  election. 

(2)  Any  person  who  contravenes  the.provisions 
of  sub-section  (1)  shall  be  punished  with  fine  which 
may  extend  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  rupees. 

31.  (1)  No  person  shall,  on  the  date  or  dates  on 
which  a poll  is  taken  any  polling  station — 

(u)  use  or  operate  within  or  at  the  entrance  of 
the  polling  station,  or  in  any  public  or  private  place 
in  the  neighbourhood  thereof,  any  - apparatus  for 
amplifying  or  reproducing  the  human  voice,  such  as  a 
megaphone,  or  a loudspeaker,  or 

(6)  shout,  or  otherwise  act  in  a disorderly  - 
manner  within  or  at  the  entrance  of  the  polling  sta- 
tion or  in  any  public  or  private  place  in  the  neighbour- 
hood thereof, 

so  as  to  cause  annoyance  to  any  person  visiting 
the  polling  station  for  the  poll,  or  so  as  to  interfere 
with  the  work  of  the  officers  and  other  persons  on 
duty  at  the  polling  station. 

(2)  Any  person  who  contravenes,  or  wilfully 
aids  or  abets  the  contravention  of  the  provisions  of 
sub-section  (1)  shall  be  punishable  with  imprisonment 
which  may  extend  to  three  months  or  with  fine  or 
with  both. 
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(3)  If  the  presiding  officer  of  a polling  station  has 
'reason  to  believe  that  any  person  is  committing  or 
has  committed,  an  offence  punishable  under  this 
section,  he  may  direct  any  police  officer  to  arrest  such 
person,  and  thereupon  the  police  officer  shall  anest 
him. 


(4)  Any  police  officer  may  take  such  steps  , and 
use  such  force,  as  maybe  reasonably  necessary  for 
preventing  any  contravention  of  the  provisions  of 
sub-section  (1),  and  may  seize  any  apparatus  used  for 
such  contravention. 

32.  (1)  Any  person  wno  during  tne  hours  fixed  Penalty  for 

for  the  poll  at  any  polling  station  misconduct  himself 
or  fails  to  obey  the  lawful  directions  of  the  presiding  nation, 
officer  may  be  removed  from  the  polling  station  by 
the  presiding  officer  or  by  any  police  officer  on  duty 
or  by  any  person  authorised  in  this  behalf  by  sucb 
presiding  officer. 

(2)  The  powers  conferred  by-sub-section  (1)  shall 
not  be  exercised  so  as  to  prevent  any  elector  who  is 
otherwise  entitled  to  vote  at  a polling  -station  from 
having  opportunity  of  voting  at  that  station. 

(3)  If  any  person  who  has  been  so  removed  from 
polling  station  re-enters  the  polling  station  without  the 
permission  of  the  presiding  officer  he  shall  be  punishable 
with  imprisonment  for  a term  which  may  extend  to 
three  months,  or  with  fine,  or  with  both. 

33.  (1)  If  any  person  to  whom  this  section  applies 
is  without  reasonable  cause  guilty  of  any  Act  or  i^coimc£Iy 
in  breach  of  his  official  duty  , he  shall  be  punishable 
with  fine  which  may  extend  to  five  hundred  rupees.  eec,10n!V 

(2)  No  Suit  or  other  legal  proceedings  shall  lie 
against  any  such  person  for  damages  in  respect  of  any 
sucb  Act  or  omission  as  aforesaid. 
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(3)  The  persons  to  whom  this  section  applies- are 
the  district  election  officers,  returning  officers  assistant 
returning  officers,  presiding  officers,  polling  Officers 
and  any  other  person  appointed  to  perform  any  duty  in 
connection  with  the  receipt  of  nominations  'or  withdra- 
wal of  candidatures,  or  the  recording  or  counting 
of  votes  at  an  election  and  the  expression  official  duty 
shall  foy  the  purposes  of  this  section  be  construed 
accordingly  but  shall  not  include  duties  imposed 
other  wise  than  by  or  under  this  Act. 

34.  If  any  person  in  the  service  of  the  state  or  Central 
Government  or  a local  authority  or  ? Corporation 
owned  or  controlled  by  the  State  or  Central 
Government  acts  as  an  election  agent  or  a poffing 
agent  or  a counting  agent  of  a candidate  at  an  election 
he  shall  be  punishable  with  imprisonment  for  a term 
which  may  extend  to  three  months,  or  with  fine  or 
with  both. 

35.  Whoever  commits  an  offence  of  booth  captur- 
ing shall  be  punishable  with  imprisonment  for  a term 
which  may  extend  to  five  years  and  with  fine  which 
may  extend  to  five  thousand  rupees. 

Explanation:  For  the  'purposes  of  this  section 
“Booth  capturing"  includes,  among  other  things, 
ail  ot-  any  of  the  following  "ctivities,  namely  : — 

(a)  seizure  of  a polling  station  by  any  person  or 
persons,  making  polling  authorities  surrender  the 
ballot  papers  or  voting  machines  and  doing  of  any 
other  act  which  effects  the  orderly  conduct  of  elections; 

lb)  taking  possession  of  a polling  station  by  any 
person  or  persons  and  allowing  only  his  or  their  own 
supporters  to  exercise  their  right  to  vote  and  prevent 
others  form  voting; 

(c)  threatening  any  elector  and  preventing  him 
Oom  going  to  the  polling  station  to  cast  his  vote; 
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(d)  seizure  of  a place  for  counting  of  votes  by 
any  person  or  peisons,  making  the.counting  authorities 
surrender  the  ballot  papers  or  voting  machines  and  the 
doing  of  anything  which  affects  orderly  counting  ot 
ballot  papers; 

(e)  taking  possession  of  a place  for  counting  of 
votes; 

(0  doing  by  any  person  in  the  service  of  Govern- 
ment of  all  or  any  of  the  aforesaid  activities  or  aiding  of 
conniving  at  any  such  activity  in  the  furtherance  of 
the  prospects  of  the  election  k>f  a candidate. 

36.  (1)  Any  person  who  at  any  election  fraudulently  Removal  of 
takes  or  attempts  to  take  a ballot  paper  or  ballot  box  0f 
out  of  polling  station,  or  wilfully  aids  or  abets  the  tauJcc  boxer 
doing  or  any  such  act  shall  be  punishable  with 
sonment  for  a term  which,  may  extend  to  five  years  bean  offence, 
and  with  fine  which  may  extend  upto  five  thousand 
rupees. 

(2)  If  the  presiding  officer  of  a polling  station  has 
reason  to  believe  that  any  person  is  committing  or  has 
committed  an  offence  punishable  under  sub-section 
(1),  such  officer  may,  before  such  person  leaves  the 
polling  station  arrest  or  direct  a police  officer  .to 
arrest  such  person  and  such  person  may  cause  him  to 
be  searched  by  a police  officer : 

Provided  that  when  it  is  necessary  to  cause  a woman 
to  be  searched  the  search  shall  be  made  by  another 
woman  with  strict  regard  to  decency. 

(3)  Any  ballot  paper  , found  upon -the  person 
arrested  on  search  shall  be  made  over  for  safe  custody 
to  a police  officer  by  the  presiding  officer  or  when  the 
search  is  made  by  a Police-officer,,  shall  be  kept 
by  such  officer  in  safe  custody." 
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utmauiec-  37.  Whoever  at  an  election  applies  for  a 'ballo* 
dons-  paper  or  votes  in  the  name  of  any  other  person,  whe- 
ther living  or  dead  or  in  a fictitious  name,  or  who 
having  voter  once  at  such  election  applies  at  the  same 
election  foi  a ballot  paper  in  his  own  name,  and  who 
ever  abets,  procures  or  attempts  t&  procure  the  voting 
by  any  person  in  any  such  way- shall  be  punished  with 
imprisonment  for  a term  which  may  extend  to  five 
years  and  with  fine  whioh  may  extend  to  five 
thousand  rupees. 

other  oflen-  38.  (1)  A person  shall  be  guilty  of  an  electoral  offenc 
cm  and  pen-  if  at  any  election  he.- 

aides  l be  re  J 

*mder*  (a)  fraudulently  defaces  or  fradulentiy  destroys 

any  nomination  paper ; or 

(b)  fraudulently  defaces,  destroys  or  removes  _ any  . 
list,  notice  of  other  document  affixed  by  or  under  the 
authority  of  a returning  officer;  or 

(c)  fraudulently  defaces  or  fraudulently  destroys 
any  ballot  paper  or  the  official  mark  or  any  ballot 
paper  or  any  declaration  of  identity  or  official,  envelope 
used  in  connection  with  voting  by  postal  ballot;  or 

(d) without  due  authority  supplies  any  ballot 
.paper  to  any  person  or  receives  any  ballot  paper  from 
any  person  or  is  in  possession  of  any  ballot  paper;  or 

(e)  fraudulently  puts  into  any  ballot  box  anything 
other  than  the  ballot  paper  which  he  is  authorised  by 
law  to  put  in;  or 

(f)  without  due  authority  destroys,  takes,  opens  or 
otherwise  interferes  with  any  baMot  box  or  ballot 
papers  then  in  use  for  the  purposes  of  the  election;  or 

(g)  fraudulently  or  without  due  authoi  ity  as  the 
case  may  be  attempts  to  do  any  of  the  foregoing  acts  or 
wilfully  aids’or  abets  the  doing  of  any  such  .^ts 
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(2)  . Any  f crSon  guilty  cf  an  electoral  offence  under 
this  section  shall 

(a)  if  he  is  a reluming  ollicer  or  an  assistant 
returning  officer  or  a presiding  officer  at  a polling 
station  or  any  other  officer  or  cleric  employed  on 
official  duty  in  connection  with  the  election,  be  punish- 
able with  imprisonment  for  a term  which  may  extend 
to  two  years  or  with  fine  or  with  both; 

(b)  if  he  is  any  other  person,  be  punishable  with 
imprisonment  for  a term  which  may  extend  to  six  months 
or  with  fine  or  with  both. 

(3)  For  the  purposes  of  this  sectioiia  person  shall 
be  deemed  to  be  on  official  duty  if  duty ’is  to  take  part 
in  the  conduct  of  an  election  or  part  of  an  election  in- 
cluding the  counting  of  votes  or  to  be  responsible  after 
an  election  for  the  used  ballot  papers  and  other  docu- 
ments in  connection  with  such  election,  but  the  expres- 
sion‘‘  official  duty”  shall  not  include  any  duty  imposed 
otherwise  than  by  or  under  this  Act. 

39.  Whoevei  does  any  act  in  contravention  ofp^l“J^lbrt 
any  of  the  provision  of  this  Act,  or  of  any  rule,nofifica- 

tion  or  order  made,  issued  or  passed, thereunder  andnot  Providcd  OT 
otherwise  provided  for  in  this  Act  shall,  on  conviction, 
be  punished  with  imprisonment  which  may  extend 
to  two  years  and  with  fine  wLicli  may  extend  to  two 
thousand  rupees. 

40.  (1)  Where  an  offence  under  this  Act,  has  been  officers  by 
committed  by  a company, every  person  who  af  the  time  ^p*111'*5, 
the  offence  was  committed  was  in  charge  of  and  wf  s 
responsible  to  the  company  for  the  conduct  of  the 
business  of  the  company  as  well  as  the  company  shall 

be  deemed  to  be  guilty  of  the  offence  and  shall  be  liable 
to  be  proceeded  against  and  punished  accordingly  ■ 
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Provided  that  nothing  contained  in  this  sub-f  ’ction 
shall  render  any  such  person  liable  to  any  punishment 
if  he  proves  that  the  offence  was  committed  without 
his  knowledge  or  that  he  had  exercised  all  due  deligence 
to  prevent  the  comission  of  such  offence. 

(2)  Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  sub- 
section (1)  where  any  offence  under  this  Act  has  been 
committed  by  a company  and  it  is  proved  that  offence 
has  been  committed  with  the  consent  or  connivance 
or  is  attribuitable  to  any  neglect  on  the  part  of  any 
director,  manager,  secretary  or  other  officer  of  the 
company  such  director,  manager.  Secretary  or  other 
officer  shall  be  deemed  to  be  guilty  of  that  offence 
and  shall  be  liable  to  be  proceeded  against  and  nunished 
accordingly. 

Explanation: — for  the  purpose  of  this  section : — 

(a)  “company  ” means  any  body  corporate  and 
include  a firm  or  other  association  of  individuals  and 

(b)  “director”  in  relation  to  a firm  means  a 
partner  in  the  firm. 


Disquali- 
fications of 
persons 
convicted 
of  election 
offences. 


Identity 

cards. 


41  Every  person  convicted  of  an  offence  punishable 
under  this  Chapter  shall  be  disqualified  from  being 
elected  in  any  election  to  which  this  Act  applies  for  a 
period  of  six  years  form  the  date  of  his  conviction. 
CHAPTER  VIII 
Identity  Cards 


42  (lYThe  election  authority  shall.fifteen  days  before 
he  date  of  poll  in  respect  of  an  ordinary  election,  held 
ifter  the  commencement  of  this  Act,  supply  to  eachover 
lti  identify  card  with  his/her  photograph  together  with 
he  mecimen  signature  or  the  left  thumb  impression  of 
he  voter  concerned  and  such  other  particulars  as  may 
Prescribed.  An  identity  card  under  this  sub-secuon 
hall  also  be  supplied  to  the  voter  concerned,  as  and 
■vhen  a name  is  included  in  the  electoral  roll  after  the 
said  ordinary  election  . 
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(2)  A duplicate  copy  of  the  identity  card  supplied 
to ; m voters  under  sub-section(l)shall  be  supplied  to  the 
Presiding  officer  along  with  the  election  material  and  in 
case  the  identity  of  a voter  is  challenged  by  the  election 
agents  the  Presiding  officer  shall  compare  the  photog- 
raph on  the  identity  card  brought  by  the  voter  with 
that  of  the  duplicate  supplied  to  him  and  decide  the 
issue. 

(3)  Ordinarily  every  voter  shall  carry  the  identity 
card  when  he  proceeds  to  the  booth  for  exercising  his 
franchise  and  in  case  where  he  fails  to  carry  the 
identity  card  due  to  its  loss  or  any  other  reason,  a 
ballot  paper  shall  be  issued  to  him  after  satisfying 
about  his  identity  on  a verification  with  the  duplicate 
identity  card  supplied  to  the  presiding  Officer  under 
sub-section  (2). 

(4)  Any  identity  card  supplied  under  sub-sectional) 
shall  be  preserved  by  the  voter  until  a new  identity  card 
is  supplied  to  him.  her  and  in  case  of  loss  mutilation  of 
defacement  of  such  card  before  a new  card  is  supplied 
to  him.  her  a duplicate  card  may  be  obtained  by  him,  her 
in  such  manner  and  on  payment  of  such  fees  as  may  be 
prescribed. 

CHAPTER— IX. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

43.  Cl)  ^ at  any  . elect  ion,  Adourmnem 

of  poll  or 

to)  booth  capturing  has  taken  place  at  a polling  sanding  or 
station  or  in  such  number  of  polling  stations  as  is  "'J 
likely  to  affect  the  result  of  such  election  or  rhat  the  of  booSni 
result  of  the  poll  at  that  polling  station  can  not  be  “p^rins. 
ascertained;  or 

(6)  booth  capturing  takes  place  in  any  place  for 
counting  of  votes  in  sucti  a manner  that  the  result  of  the 


Power  to 
delegate. 


Overriding 

effect. 


Act  6 of 
1965, 
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counting  at  that  place  cannot  be  ascertained,  the  re- 
turning  officer  shall  forth  with  report  the  in  alter  to  f 10 
Election  Authority. 

(2)  The  Election  Authority  shall  on  the  receipt 
of  a report  from  the  returning  officer  under  sub-section 
(1)  and  after  taking  aU  material  circumstances  into 
account,  either — 

(a)  declare  that  the  poll  at  that  polling  station  be 
void,  appoint  a day,  and  fix  the  hours,  for  taking  fresh 
poll  at  that  polling  stat  m and  notify  the  date  so  ap- 
pointed and  hours  so  fixed  in  such  manner  as  it  may 
deem  fit,  or — 

(b)  if  satisfied  that  in  view  of  the  large  number  of 
polling  stations  involved  in  booth  capturing  the  result 
of  the  election  is  likely  to  be  affected,  or  that  booth 
capturing,  had  affected  counting  of  votes  in  such 
manner  as  to  effect  .the  result  of  the  election,  counter- 
mand the  election  in  that  constituency. 

Explanation. — In  this  section  “booth  capturing” 
shall  have  the  same  meaning  as  in  section  35. 

44.  The  Election  Authority  may,  subject  to  such 
conditions  and  restrictions  as  the  Government  may, 
by  general  or  special  order,  impose,  by  order  in  writ- 
ing delegate  to  any. officer  or  authority  subordinate  to 
him,  either  generally  or  as  respects  any  particular 
matter  or  class  of  matters  any  of  his  powers  under 
this  Act. 

45’.  The  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  have  effecL 
notwithstanding  anything  in  any  law  relating  to 
Municipal  corporations  for  the  time  being  in  force 
the  Andhra  Pradesh  Municipalities  Act,  1965  the 
Andhra  Pradesh  Mandala  Praja  Parishads,  Zilla  Praja 
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, Parishads  and  the  Zilla  Pranalika  and  Abbivrudhi  ^cg‘631  °r 
J Sameeksha  Mandals  Act,  1986  and  the  Andhra  Pradesh  Aciior 
Gram  Panchayats  Act,  1964.  I964- 

46.  No  civil  court  shall  have  jurisdiction  to  gues-  ^frM*lton 
tion  the  legality  of  any  action  taken  or  of  any  decision  coum 
given  by  the  Election  Authority  or  the.  returning  officer  banc- 
or by  any  other  person  appointed  under  this  Act  in 
connection  with  ah  election. 

47.  (1)  The  Government  may,  by  notification,  powers  w 
make  rules  to  carry  out  all  or  any  of  the  purposes  of  makc  ru,cs‘ 
this  Act. 

(2)  In  particular,  and  without  prejudice  to  the 
generality  of  the  foregoing  power,  the  -Government 
may  make  rules— 

(a)  as  to  all  matters  relating  to  electoral  pons  or 
elections,  not  expressly  provided  for  in  this  Act 
including  deposits  to  be  made  by  candidates  standing 
for  election  and  the  conditions  under  which  such 
deposits  may  be  forfeited,  and  the  conduct  of  inquiries 
and  the  decision  of  dismites  relating  to  electoral  rolls 
or  elections  ; 

(b)  as  to  all  matters  relating  to  the  conduct  of 
elections  under  this  Act  : 

(cj  as  to  the  duties  of  presiding  officers  and  pol- 
ling officers  at  polling  stations  ; 

(d)  as  to  the  cheeking  of  voters  by  reference  to  the 
electoral  roll ; 

I 

(e)  at  to  the  manner  in  which  votes  are  to  be 
given  both  generally  and  in  the  case  of  illiterate  voters 
or  voters  under  physical  or  other  disability  : 
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{])  as  (o  the  manner  in  which  votes  are  to  be 
given  by  a presiding  officer,  polling  officer,  polling 
agent  or  any  other  person,  who  being  an  elector  for  a 
constituency  is  authorised  or  appointed  for  duty  at  u 
polling  station  at  which  he  is  not  en tided  to  vote  ; 

tg)  as  to  the  procedure  to  be  followed  in  respect 
of  the  tender  of  vote  by  a person  representing  himself 
to  be  an  elector  after  another  person  has  voted  as  such 
elector  ; 

(h)  as  to  scrutiny  and  counting  of  votes  includ- 
ing cases  in  which  a recount  of  the  votes  may  be  made 
before  the  declaration  of  the  result  of  the  election  , 

(/)  as  to  the  safe  custody  of  balJot  boxes,  ballot 
papers  and  other  election  papers,  the  period  for  which 
such  papers  shall  be  preserved  and  the  inspection  and 
production  of  such  papers  ; 

(j)  as  to  any  other  matter  required  to  be  pres- 
cribed by  this  Act. 

(3)  Every  rule  made  under  this  Act  shall  immediately 
alter  it  is  made,  be  laid  before  the  Legislative  Assembly 
of  the  State,  if  it  is  in  session,  and  if  it  is  not  in  session, 
in  the  session  immediately  following  for  a total  period 
of  fourteen  days  which  may  be  comprised  in  one  ses- 
sion or  iit  two  successive  sessions  and  if,  before  the 
expiration  of  the  session  in  which  it  is  so  laid  or  the 
session  immediately  following  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly agrees  in  making  any  modification  in  the  rule  or 
in  the  annulment  of  the  rule,  the  rule  shall  from  the 
date  on  which  the  modification  or  annulment  is 
notified  have  effect  only  In  such  modified  from 
or  shall  stand  annulled,  as  the  case  may  be,  so  how- 
ever, that  any  such  modification  or  annulment  shall  be 
without  prejudice  to  the  validity  of  anything  previously 
done  under  that  rule. 
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48.  (1)  The  Election  Au- horny  may,  whh  theg”fj^. 
previous  approval  of  ihe  Government  mate  ref  ula-  utiom. 
lions  no'  inconsistent  wilh  the  provisions  of  this  Act 

or  the  mles  made  thereunder  for  discharging  its  func- 
tions under  this  Act. 

(2)  In  particular  and  without  prejudice  to  he 
genera Lr  y of  the  foregoing  power,  such  regulations  may 
provide  for  all  or  any  of  the  following  matters,  namely  :- 

(a)  the  size  and  the  number  of  banners,  pos  ers 
buntings,  flags  and  s ickers  , 

(b)  to  make  regulations  relating  to  the  conduct 
of  election  compaigu  by  the  political  parlies  and 
contesting  candidates 

(c)  restrictions  on  the  use  of  vehicles  m the  vici- 
nity of  the  polling  stations  on  the  date  of  poll. 

49.  (I)  The  Government  may,  by  notification, Rwar*? 
alter  add  to  or  cancel  any  item  or  entry  in  the  Sche-  532iu£? 
duie, 


(2)  where  a not  mention  has  teen  issued  under 
sub-section  (1),  there  shall,  uhiess  the  notification 
is  iu  the  mer.Uiime  rescinded,  be  introduced  in  the 
Legislative  Assembly,  as  soon  as  mr.y  be,  but  in  any 
case  during  die  next  session  of  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly following  the  date  of  the  issue  of  notification,  a 
Bill  on  behalf  of  the  Government  to  give  effect  to  the 
alteration,  addition  or  cancellation  as  the  cl  sc  may  be, 
of  the  schedule  and  the  notification  shall  cezse  to  have 
effect  when  such  Bill  becomes  law,  whether  with  or 
without  modifications  but  without  prejudice  to  the 
validity  of  anything  previously  done  thereunder: 

Provided  that  if  the  notification  under  sub-section 
(I)  is  issued  when  the  Legislative  Assembly  is  in  ses- 
sion, such  Bill  shall  be  introduced  in  the  Legislative 
Assembly  during  that  session- 

a t?4L5  — 
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Presided  JunheMhat,  where  for  any  reason  a BilL  as 
5°^  does  not  become  law  within  six  months  from 
the  date  of  its  introduction  in  the  Legislative  Assembly, 
the  notification  shall  erase  to  have  effect  on  the  expira- 
tion of  the  said  period  of  six  months. 


(3)  All  references  made  in  This  Ac,  to  any 
irems  or  entries  of  the  said  Schedule  shall  bacons 'rued 
as  rela-ing  to  the  item  of  the  Schedule  as  for  the  lime 
being  air*  need  in  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred  bv 
this  six  lion.  ' 3 


Traill  icnaJ 
provisoin* 

Act  2 or 64 

Act  31  of  86 
Act  6 of  65 


50.  (1)  On  and  from  rhe  commencemL-nt  of  this 
Act,  the  provisions  relating  to  the  cont.uC  oi  . 1 c ions 
m the  Andhra  Pradesh  Cram  Panchayats  A.c  , 1964 
the  An*  .hi  a PraccsJi  Mam  .ala  Praj:  p.  jfh-  - .'.  ;;n  Zfila 
Pi<  j.i  P..< ithac.s  anc.  Zilla  Prir.al.Jc a and  Athiviui.hi 
Manricis  A c. , 1986  An., hr.  Prac.'  sh  Muni- 
cipalities  A a,  1965,  or  any  law  foi  ;he  time  being  in 
lorce  relating  10  Municipal  Corpora; ions-  in  ‘he  State 
shall  cease  to  have  effect  in  respect  of  the  matters 
covered  by  cr  under  this  Act. 


(2)  No1  wr  hs  anding  any  hir.g  confined  in  any 
o. her  law  for  the  - ime  being  in  force,  roUv  ing  ■ o Munici- 
pal Corpora;  ions,  Municpalj-  ies,  Mandala  Praja  Pari- 
shnds  an1---  Zilla  Praja  Pari  shads  and  Gram  Par.ohayats, 
-.he  Goverrjnen:  may  make  rules  under  -his  Ac:  for 
• he  conduc  oF  elec  ions  o the  offices  referred  to  in 
clause  (b)  of  sec  ion  2 and  until  rules  are  so  made,  .he 
relevan-  rules  relating  o elections  to  -he  said  offices 
in  force  immedla  ely  before  the  commencement  of 
this  Ac,  shall  coninue  '.o  be  in  force,  in  so  far  as 
they  are  not  inconsis  ent  with  the  pr<  visions  of  this 
Act. 


.(  ■ 


SCHEDULE 
[see  sections  7 and  8) 

CEILING  ON  ELECTION  EXPENSES 
<i)  Chairman,  Zilia Praja Parishad Rs.  1.50Ia3*s 


<ii)  President,  Mandala  Praja 
Parishad 


Rs. 


15,000 


(iii)  Mayor  of  Municipal  Corpora-  j laVh 

tion 


(iv)  Chairman  of, 

• (a)  Speical  or  Selection  Grade 

Municipality  KS- 

(&)  Grsde-I  Municipality  Rs* 

(c)  Grade-H  Municipality  Rs, 

{d)  Grade-Ill  Municipality  Rs- 

(V)  Councillor  of  a Municipal 

.Corporation  KS' 

(vi)  Councillor  of  a Munici- 
palivy 


35.000 

20.000 
15,000 
10,010 

3,000 

1,500 


j.  1998/20 


